
Path of Empire
 Questions

Answer the following in 2-4 sentences each 



1. What do you identify as the author’s main argument about the Panama Railroad Company and the role of the U.S. in Panamanian history in the middle of the 19th century? What is significant about this story?



2. How did race relations work in Panama in the 19th century? How was difference established or observed?  Why was there tension around abolition in 1852 when there were only 500 slaves in the entire region?


3. What was the “Tajada de Sandía” incident of 1856, and why is it important to the history that McGuinness wishes to tell? Were filibusters an important part of the story?



4. What was the status of political conflict between liberals and conservatives? How does this compare with what we know about Mexico at midcentury?

